N\

REN

L

}o\ﬂ k
4
ng odJep
L
‘w

SR BEACE A EASY SHOT IEM A’k 47 FREE LUNCH —Ef







B

Foreword one

TR
— bRt R R R R

Stephen Hendry

When Marco Fu is on top form, he is my favourite snooker
player to watch. He plays the game with a minimum of
fuss, he sees the correct shot quickly, and just gets on with
it.

He is a very easy player to commentate on because he
plans exactly the same shots that | would have played. Off
the table he is an absolute gentleman and a credit to his
family and Hong Kong itself.

I have known Marco since he came to Scotland more than
twenty years ago to practise in Spencers Snooker Club
where | practised. We had some great sessions together and
there were lots of days when | just picked the balls out for
him.

I can honestly say he hasn’t changed, except now, as a
player he has become one of the best players in the world
and should continue to win many more titles in the future
and possibly become Asia’s first World Champion.
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Ronnie O’Sullivan

1 heard about Marco was when he first came to England as a young pro, he was always with
his dad Willie.

1 first played him at the Grand Prix at Preston and I remember feeling pretty good about
my game, | was playing well. It’s never easy competing against someone that you've never
played before, in his case I'd never even seen him play at all.

Marco made five single table visits in the whole match, winning each frame from one
scoring opportunity and anyone who can do that is a world class player.

He made the final of that event and from that moment on all the players knew Marco was
going to be a top top player. Aside from being world class on the table, he's also a top guy
o it. You won't find one person who has a bad word to say about him, a gentleman of our
sport and a class act.

1 remember one of our first chats together, he was asking me where he should base himself
in the UK, | said get yourself to Stirling in Scotland and go play with Stephen Hendry.

One particular thing | admire about Marco is that he has always tried to be the very best
player he can, only recently I'd noticed he'd changed some things in his technique, always
such a hard thing to do as a player when something has served you well for nearly twenty
years. It takes courage.

But he was right to change and 1 believe he is now a much more dangerous opponent,
probably just had one of his most consistent seasons as a professional winning the Scottish
open, and beating many top players en route, doing it in a stylish manner of heavy scoring
and good match play.

Marco is also very grounded about it all, take for example when I played him in the semis of
the 2017 Masters. In the heat of our battle there he was giving his young daughter a smile,
Marco has always put his family before his snooker. For me it this quality that you have to
admire more than anything.

In our sport, most players need to be selfish and driven to succeed, not Marco. He always
thinks of what is best for his wife and daughter, its a good lesson for me and all sports
people out there. Marco shows us all that you can have that balance of a good family life
and still be a top sportsman at the same time.
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