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Hong Kong is a land blessed with hills and streams. In spite of urbanization, one is never
far away from a place for unwinding oneself in the embrace of Nature. For people who
care to look around, they would find a great variety of feathered friends sharing the same
sky with us.

While Nature lies virtually at our doorsteps, it escapes our attention most of the time.
The hustle and bustle of the modern city confine our sight to the immediate and the
trivial. Values centred on material pleasure distance us from Life itself. It is easy for us
to slip obliviously into a form of muddled mechanical existence, in which time flows by
while we remain spiritually impoverished.

Bird watching might seem like just another hobby. But years of experience tells me that
it provides a path leading to our communion with Nature. It lets us see the diversity
and wonders of Life, and enables us to appreciate its beauty and serenity. All my bird
watching friends are happy and optimistic. In both times good or bad, their mind stays
calm and peaceful.

While promoting bird watching, | realize that beginners are generally keen on the
identification of species and need a lot of help from photographs. A photographic
guide that covers a good number of the bird species in Hong Kong is therefore badly
needed. This book has materialized thanks to the generosity of members of the Hong
Kong Bird Watching Society donating amazing photographs derived from many years of
hard work in the field. The book also benefits from the text kindly written by members
knowledgeable in the subject. Taken together, this guide is a most valuable work
presenting to the general public the beauty of the birds in Hong Kong, in pictures and
in words. We were all very pleased to discover that the book received an unexpectedly
warm reception by the public on publication.

The photographic guide motivated many people to join the army of bird photographers.
During the past decades, more and more superb photos comes up attracting more
public’s attention. This new edition has incorporated more bird species and photos after
the 2009 edition which make this book much heavier.

All birdwatchers and photographers who have contributed towards the production of
this book have done so as volunteers. They have done our community a great service
indeed. | thank them most sincerely. We are most grateful for the support from Hong
Kong Wetland Park of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, which has

enabled the early publication of the 2009 edition. We are also grateful for the support
of an anonymous member of the Crested Bulbul Club of the Hong Kong Bird Watching
Society make this new edition in 2020 come true.

| truly hope that this book will bring people closer to Nature and help them appreciate
the joy of Life.

CY Lam
ﬂ-(onomry President, 9—[0113 Kong Bird Watcﬁing Society
2020.05



O A Chau

&H
REAE
Hang Kong Wetlanark

o)

B

Shenzhen Bay Long Valley
o FYIE

0=3:->-)) W

Deep Bay O "kﬁ

Mai Po
Py 1| R
Tsim Bei Fsui .
LR WEA
Nam Sang Wai Sha Lo Tung

RIFE

Tai Po Kau
O

AL
Tai Mo Shan
O

WFkiE ©

Shing Mun Reservoir

0

B =

-

Do -

gadl )

Po Toi 4



Biif Contents

FF Preface
EBE S &#H Hot Spots for Birdwatching in Hong Kong
E BB RS The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
B R 7£ 578 Birdwatching in Hong Kong
FEE—EEXE Hong Kong—A Paradise for Birdwatching
BSHER4 15 Birds and Habitats
EJEB1E Bird Migration
¥ S HYEME Preparing to Watch Bird
IR E B 504 Submit your Records
# S EE Bird Watching Competition
BB N EEESRSTAI Code of Conduct for Birdwatching and Bird
Photography
B S, Places to Visit
EHBEE#E Hong Kong Map for Birdwatching
B &S % Family Description
EBETEN IR B Globally Threatened Birds in Hong Kong
BEE B BEYE lllustrated Glossary
BE#E B R IEE The Structure and Function of Birds
PRER KT Bird Identification Skill
HFE 267 EE BB 267 Kinds of Bird under the Lens
w1 £ A2 E How to Use this Book
#R Phasianidae ( FBEE ~ BB TN ZE Francolins, Quails and Pheasants )
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B8R Cuculidae(#A8F1F8ES Cuckoos and Coucals)

162

199

206

210

216

240

296

340

346

350

356

361

M85} Columbidae( #8#14% Doves and Pigeons )
FRZER! Rallidae ( #RZ Rails, Crakes and Coots )
BSHRl Gruidae(#5 Cranes)

HEEER} Podicipedidae ( BaEE Grebes )

= AFER7 Turnicidae ( = @55 Buttonquails )
FAERBurhinidae (A8 Stone-curlews )
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R IEFER} Recurvirostridae ( R MBS R RS Stilts and Avocets )
8%} Charadriidae( fl5#1Z5Zk Plovers and Lapwings )
KR} Rostratulidae (##5 Painted-snipes )

ZKEER Jacanidae ( 7K Jacanas )

#5%) Scolopacidae( &5 ~ 7P # ~ IEEEAESSE Sandpipers, Snipes, Phalaropes and allies )
FfBH! Glareolidae ( #%f78 Pratincloes )

B5F} Laridae ( BSF1#&ES Gulls and Terns )
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Y8 E R Alcidae (/8% Murrelets )

£5%} Phaethontidae ( §8 Tropicbirds )

&S Gavidae (&S Loons)

8€7} Procellariidae( B Petrels and Shearwaters )
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854} Threskiornithidae ( EEE 58 Spoonbills and Ibises )
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477 BARER! Picidae ( B S Woodpeckers )
7} Falconidae ( £ Falcons )

B EEH References

X B & %3l Index by Chinese Names
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B £ &5| Index by Scientific Names

* RNERREAD BN = ZRE B SHEZEAXE | (International Ornithological
Congress) D% ©

The classification and ranking of birds in this book are basically according to

the classification method of "International Ornithological Congress”.
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The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Vision

People and birds living in harmony as nature continues to thrive.

Mission

HKBWS promotes appreciation and protection of birds and their habitats through
education, research, habitat management and conservation advocacy.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) was founded in 1957. The objective
of the organization is to promote the appreciation and the conservation of birds
as well as their habitats. It became a public charitable organization in 2002 and
BirdLife International Partner in 2013. BirdLife International is a global partnership
of conservation organizations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global
biodiversity, working with people towards sustainably use of natural resources.

Our Work
Bird Ecology and Research

Data and knowledge of bird species and their habitat ecology are key factors in
supporting the formulation and execution of conservation policy and measures.
Researches and surveys on birds and their habitats have been conducting throughout
the past six decades.

Environmental Monitoring and Policy Advocacy

HKBWS acts as a green group providing professional views. We keep providing
comments on government conservation policies, environmental impact assessments
and large development projects. We also monitor different kinds and size of
development projects to avoid any adverse impact towards the natural environment,
especially to birds and their living environment.

Nature Education

We believe once the general public can directly experience the beauty and precious
of birds, they will be more committed to the protection of birds. Therefore, we
organize different kinds of bird-related educational programmes to link up among
birds, nature and the people.

13
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Habitat Management
D “Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley”

Since 2005, HKBWS and The Conservancy Association began an agricultural wetland
conservation project in Long Valley in order to conserve the biodiversity, culture and
landscape of Long Valley. With the engagement of local farmers and landowners,
wetland management measures favouring birds and other wetland-dependent
wildlife were implemented

D “Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme”

In 2012, a conservation scheme named “Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation
Scheme” has been launched in the Northwest New Territories. This scheme covered
more than 600 hectares of fishponds and more than 130 fishermen engaged. The
purpose of the scheme is to encourage fishermen lowering the water level to allow
waterbirds feeding on the trash fishes and shrimps left in the ponds. As a whole, the
conservation value of fishpond could be maintained and even strengthened.

Transboundary Cooperation Programme

HKBWS and BirdLife International jointly established the China Programme in 2005.
Initial work of the China programme focused on capacity building, which includes
holding training workshops on bird monitoring, environmental education and
organization development. Later, the Programme works more on bird conservation,
including threated species like Chinese Crested Tern, Spoon-billed Sandpiper, Blue-
crowned Laughingthrush, as well as problems of illegal hunting in South China. In
1999, HKBWS set up the “HKBWS China Conservation Fund”, and later changed as
“HKBWS Asia Conservation Fund” to extend the cooperation to the Asian countries.
All these works enhance the capacity and development of bird watching societies in
mainland China, encourage communication and exchange of information, as well as
support and promote bird conservation work in different area.

Support HKBWS

D Be a Member
D Donate to HKBWS

D Subscribe E-news - Stick with the latest news of birds and our work!

Tel: (852) 2377 4387
Website: www.hkbws.org.hk
Address: 7C, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

E-mail: info@hkbws.org.hk
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Birdwatching in Hong Kong
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EBFIRARER  B2EYR  #LETHREBEER  slERFHEES
RRREBZEBPAN—EE |
Despite its small size (around 1,100km?) and its image as a bustling international city,
Hong Kong is teeming with bird life. Over 550 different species have been recorded
here, which accounts for about one-third of all the species found in China, or one-
twentieth of the global total. No matter where you live or work, birdwatching is a

way to enjoy and be amazed by the wonders of the natural world that surrounds us
all. Let us discover one of the most beautiful aspects of Hong Kong.

BB —BRXE
Hong Kong — A Paradise for Birdwatching

REBEEBREEZHLER?
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Why are there so many bird species in Hong Kong?

(1) Species are distributed in different bio-geographical areas separated by natural
barriers such as oceans, mountains and deserts, each of which has its own
characteristics. As Hong Kong lies between two major bio-geographical areas
(Palaearctic and Oriental), we have the chance to see birds from both regions.

(2) Hong Kong is located on the East Asian — Australasian Flyway, one of the main
waterbird migration routes. Between September and May, many birds pass
through Hong Kong on the way between northern Asia and wintering grounds
in the Southern hemisphere, including Australia and New Zealand. Some birds
also winter in Hong Kong.

(3) Hong Kong is unique because it features a wide diversity of habitats within its
borders, especially in the country parks, which cover some 40% of the land.
These habitats include wetlands (brackish and freshwater), open country,
streams, coastal area and islands, woodland and urban area. In addition,
typhoons occasionally bring truly oceanic species into Hong Kong waters.

BEEAE
Birds and Habitats

EENBEAMETRNER - EBE2IA—T RS - tLEREM
Mt FFERE  BERBEUEH TSN  BESEEMRERTEANHTS -
Birds live in a wide variety of habitats in Hong Kong. There are mountains up to

nearly 1,000 meters in height, wetlands, woodlands, open country, coastal areas,
and of course, cities and villages.

B 1ith Wetlands
BAR) 2 KEA] 5 AR OK IR KR H R iE o

Both freshwater and brackish water wetlands can be found in Hong Kong.

AR IR AR AR TZAK - 8 OBAAORAEK - B &
=== N - RN R QBRI ES  TUE SRS - TR R AT -
EEARNKE - RERBNBAKRBM A RBEEE—F  HPOI5FAR
BR1995F 9 AREINVBER A LD 1B RERERRN - £FHEF - MEH
AR BIBIABFHIKS - PEBIES -

Brackish water wetlands formed when streams flow into the sea, creating an area
of high salinity around estuaries as water flow becomes slower. This encourages

the accumulation of sediment which provides a rich substrate for the growth of
mangroves and reeds. The Pearl River Delta lies to the northwest of Hong Kong, and

the largest brackish wetland is found here. About 15km’ of the Mai Po Inner Deep
Bay wetlands was designated a Ramsar Site in September 1995. During winter,
spring and autumn, it hosts tens of thousands of waterbirds and waders, as well as
the species that prey on them.

¥ BfE1E Henry Lui

% Sam Chang
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ﬁ KR BRBEMEM LI - TIRAILLBAER DAY - A
=== HIZREMERE - £FR ARG BAENKEE - EETHTH
NKREEESIREAEEER  MRKPRZEXEENS o I BIEEED
KBRS TAKSERER -

EMTi I RE R —BKE  TBEREETR SRR T
AES|IIGER o LT A LK EBRB MR RN BETFHRAN —FEHEM - A
REBEANA TR EED - BRA—ENAREBER U AMEL - KK
BNRZERRIEHERN - BERONEAS ¥ H£% & HFREE ¥
- 1R% BE ®REE-

Freshwater wetlands, including fishponds and farmland, are located in the
northwest New Territories. Fishponds are drained in winter as part of the fishpond
management. This concentrates the ‘trash fish’ in the small pools that left behind,

drawing dozens of egrets to feed. The muddy fishpond bottom also attracts good
numbers of waders.

Some farmers pump water from underground to create a type of freshwater
wetland, which is usually located in the flood plains. Long Valley, near Sheung Shui,
also regarded as a cultural heritage site, is the largest remaining area of freshwater
wetland where water spinach and watercress are cultivated. The place attracts
many pipits, rails, wagtails, Barn Swallows Zitting Cisticolas, Greater Painted Snipes,
shrikes, drongos and starlings.

% B2 Henry Lui

FRERBRARNKARN - WA - R FE R RERBZRR
ERBEKAR c BENRARRERSURNBH 2E - BA/AAER
BAWE - WP - BR%E - BRI - RBAE < mEm T Bl BHmED
FAER  ERAREMZE TR RIIBERE - AfMRs T 2EKERRE
=5 PIWmES BE HE 2R B ARKBERE-

There are no large natural rivers in
Hong Kong. Shing Mun River and Kam
Tin River are in fact concreted ditches
which were built to channel water flow.
Natural streams are found mainly in
country parks. Well-known places with
this kind of habitat include Tai Po Kau
Nature Reserve, Shing Mun Reservoir,
Ng Tung Chai, Nam Chung and Tai Ho
River. Streams often pass through many
different habitats, such as woodland
and wetland. They provide habitats
for insects, and at the same time good
feeding habitats for egrets, herons,
wagtails, forktails, kingfishers, flycatchers
and Plumbeous Redstart.

% B1E1E Henry Lui

% B2 Henry Lui
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% BIEME Henry Lui

8F ~ JSEFDI8 S Ocean, Coastal Area and Islands
. BEREBSEBTRERAEEES  JlaE - D% B - &
AnnAs BEFING o FLEEH TSR T AR K BFE RN - M FERIFED
MHEEOEGRENE - HFRE
B —EEANEERBEFESE
ZIEAME o RREMRTHUNE
R ETREELRNESR
S - B MEBESEEAENE
SHWWRERL MR

Hong Kong has various types of coastal
habitats, including rocky shores,
sandy shores, mudflats, cliffs and
small islands. In addition to certain % T Wong Hok sze
waterbirds and Pacific Reef Egrets,
White-bellied Sea Eagles also breed
in these areas. Terns also breed in
some small uninhabited islands in
eastern waters during summer. During
the migration season, and particularly
if typhoons occur, there are good
chances for seeing rare seabirds, such
as boobies, petrels and jaegers,
which can be blown inshore.

¥ B{EE Henry Lui

R EF Open Country
FFARE Iz —LFHME  AEKEBZEERATS EARED
T - PlanESE - B —LRRERE - AU R RABEKRRWE
B @BRRRETBNATY  ERETHEBNRABES  SESIRIER
B FEM TSRS  EMHINE - ATEREIALRS - IR86 - 15« ATRIZ @ SEFAIIA
LA IR REMMEEE - KRB - FE - ZHMN - 8HH R B
B PRS- WMAEHEEE -
Open country is an open area with vegetation, limited trees, and no human
settlements. These include shrubland, grassland and abandoned farmland. Some
lowland areas are also flooded and have become overgrown with grasses. Although
this type of habitat is still fairly common in Hong Kong, they are facing imminent
development pressure, leading to fragmentation of habitat or even land formation
for urban development. On the fringe of woodland areas these habitats harbour
cuckoos, coucals, and buntings. In the evening, it is worth listening for the calls of

nightjars and owls. Locations with extensive open country in Hong Kong include
Tsim Bei Tsui, San Tin, Lok Ma Chau, Kam Tin, Tung Tze, Luk Keng, and Yung Shue O.

% B1EE Henry Lui
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BRNES
Preparing to Watch Bird

F—F  ABUMDBEENES
Step 1: Become Familiar with Birds around You

FIRES RSB ERBEETREARHELTNES - flE -2
s EMEgS - SBAREIINKE - EEINEHET /ST - BMEEETHR
FUB k- BERPIDARE BB - NREES - PIRRJ\FF - RAG  B595 - ALE 4R - falinE
KBRS -
To start birdwatching, the basic step is to become familiar with birds that can be
found around where you live, work or study. This can be practiced while on the way
to work or school, or just by looking out of the window. Spotting birds is fun! Birds
can be found everywhere in Hong Kong. Even on busy Nathan Road, five or six bird

species including Crested Myna, Rock Dove, Magpie Robin, Red-whiskered Bulbul,
Tree Sparrow, and Spotted Dove can be easily found within minutes.

s REBIRA
Step 2: Get the Equipment
KEBERR
—MREH - BREEMNI TAIRRMOBRE  BRUERNER  FF2E
R BEBILERINAK - AEFEER -
1. ERERFE—AREERTHPILERNER
—mEHerER 2 b
HET - plan [10x40 737 ] -
[M0X40]RIAERBENBRAGEEH
E10E - MERESERA0ZK M
[7.37 JAIR TR %5 (FEH ] LR
FEE)RTIE -

EREENETERETEER MIEE

F H—BERANZERENTEI0EAE BHA/NEUESEH
B - AKAESERE - HEITRE - MREEER30E50
Z2HRKZE - BAMBEBRRELENTRE - BAKABRE
B THRKEBER -

WY =E— B RER(ET - 8 AXNETE - 10X402REN

Y ER16 - BETELAIZE 25 2 HEIEAE -

[EEZHBEREENEIRE -

#

HEHEE— BRSRNERFENEL 000 R A TRASHE -

# BEYEAE -YHEER
P RN TAEENERE  TEARBROENES - &
TSR IR BE A RS A LS o

B B E5hARRRESHREE EREENESELEAK -
Erﬁfﬁ&ﬁﬂ%m?ﬁ% BREMNER TR - EEHERE

c M ERARREFERENANEE DR - H0E
BT R KEEIE o
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S R F— A RBRBREY B BT ERNES
EREREEHEES  TEAXBEKS  BARBRBERE - WEEL
IL60E 80K A - INIRAAZENEMBE 20860 ZFERALE -
3. =WZ
EREREVELENNE L ZHWREEE ABEEHES  URER
R RIE) o AR RRBBM B AR -

2.

] 45

EEEDRMABRES  URRHSENERE - 2 HBEMTRB ML
FHEER - — K - B mE  RTZEENTFeEE - T AEZIN
(BRERERRR)(FE - Bilfs  MEBRZE - BFFHEE - 2006) (F Xk
B b RBSMAZIE -

BESEEER - BEREARE  WE2IHFIMER - ARELQRDNE
e L AR AR AEB T ERA - BEEENEE -

¥ BA18E Henry Lui

FH - F
) FEFEBEN - ENBITAR - REK/N - STREE - RN IN— IR
BIEEE - BEARTE  #ERKE  URFKSTIHEEEM -

D BIEREEHRRIE - BURMER - L TN - REMERS
REH - EEEEBREHE LHE (www.hkbws.org.hk/BBS) B 5 &
o RS o

) MEBLAIARKREAETINABSIENEE N - EXLADAFHDLT - &
EEE - I KRR BESE - B 1TRBM B - EHHE -
BREES o

Optical Instruments

Our eyes are the essential “equipment” for birdwatching. However we need optical
instruments to watch birds that are too far away for the naked eye.

1. Binoculars — These are used for watching birds that are not too far away or birds in
flight.

Binoculars carry a set of numbers such as 10x40 7.3°: 10 x40 means the
magnification is ten times, the diameter of the objective lens is 40mm, 7.3° means
the binoculars have a field of view of 7.3°.

3
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The following specifications are important in selecting a suitable pair of binoculars:

Magnification - Binoculars for birdwatching normally have 7x to 10x
magnification. Lower magnifications cannot show enough
detail, while higher magnifications can create problems with
vibration and a dimmer image. The objective lens should be
30mm to 50mm. A bigger lens means more weight and hence
not suitable for prolonged use in the field.

Relative brightness -Relative brightness can be estimated from the formula (diameter
of the objective lens + magnification)’. A pair of 10 x 40
binoculars has relative brightness of 16. Values between 9 and
25 are most suitable for birdwatching.

Coating - Binoculars with transparent coatings are preferred.
Field of view - It is better to have an angle of view greater than 5.5°.
Weight - Binoculars will usually be carried around the neck, normally the

weight should be below 900g.

Focus - Centre-focusing binoculars that focus both barrels at the same
time are preferred. Auto-focus binoculars are not suitable for
birdwatching. As for the shortest focusing distance, the closer is
the better.

Prism - Porro prism designs are simpler. However inherent from their
design, porro prism binoculars are heavier. Roof prism binoculars
are compact, light and comfortable to hold. Some roof prism
binoculars are nitrogen-filled and are entirely dust-free and
waterproof.

2. Telescopes — Telescopes have much higher magnification than binoculars but a
smaller field of view. They are used for watching birds that are relatively inactive
from great distances. Objective lenses between 60mm and 80mm are preferred.
Where used, zoom eyepieces should be from 20x to 60x.

3. Tripod

A telescope should be placed on a sturdy tripod especially to reduce vibration caused
by strong winds. Quick release features on some designs can facilitate deployment.

Field Guides

A good field guide aids field identification, and also gives information on general
characteristics such as habitat, distribution and behaviour. They come in two types:
photographic guides and drawing guides. In addition, serious birdwatchers in Hong
Kong should get a copy of “Birds of Hong Kong and South China” by C.Viney, K.
Phillipps and C.Y. Lam, available in both Chinese and English editions.

Size matters - pocket size is preferred. Perfect-bind is also much better than hard
cover, being cheaper and lighter to carry around.

Notebook and Pen

D It is best to choose a small pocket-sized hardcover notebook with lines. A small
rubber band can keep it open at the right place, while a ball-pen reduces the risk
of ink running when the pages get wet.

D Use the notebook to take field notes on unfamiliar birds. Then seek help from
experienced bird watchers, perhaps by posting your query on the forum of the
Hong Kong Birdwatching Society website (www.hkbws.org.hk/BBS).

D Field notes should include the following information: date, place, weather,
features, behaviour, calls, number, and altitude.

A= HEBENER
Step 3: Preparing for the Trip
MRFEECKHWAMRS - EEES  OF - EFESAARENES -
TEEHEFETRNBREERE - EUt AL AT 7B MR - AR
ZHITE - BEMSRERRRD  BREEMINEM KSR IEBS K
B - ER ARSI ZRE I PR o SRIEHEIBE KRS EL2.1 KA -
KREBHRIEK - BERBSIERTFROIFAERE  ESSNAIHE
FAMRERAEZT R  BRRMIMTEE  ERNERAEERD - AR

¥ B1EME Henry Lui

£S5
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¥ B1EME Henry Lui

EREPFRAKER - SRR EFRIMF/ SIS MEEMESR - T
BETEEETEES -

SR - HEFIEREER - TEREMNERR
HEE CEHAESBRNGE HEER  FRAEES

AlEE o

It is always the best to match the natural environment, that is wearing suitable
colours, especially green, blue and brown. Avoid bright colours.

The best time for birdwatching is different for different habitats. If you are going
to watch woodland birds, choose early morning when the birds are more active.
Viewing wetland birds depends on the tide. Arrive at the birdwatching site before or
after high tide. The best tidal level for waterbirds at Mai Po boardwalk is about 2.1m,
while that for Tsim Bei Tsui is about 1.6m. If you are looking for raptors, it is best to
go to more open locations around noon, when these birds soar using convection
currents. For farmland or urban birds, early morning and late afternoon are the best
time. Birds are generally not too active around noon. For seabirds, we need to go to
remote islands during summer. Good views can be obtained from a boat. It is not
necessary to land on the islands, and doing so disturbs the birds.

To prepare for a successful outing, it is good to collect information on habitat and
season, and to search the field guide for information on possible species, their
identification and abundance. Good preparation leads to productive trips.

RS/ T
Tips of watching birds
BISHET - ZAVRERL - RINBRERFEER - BETEBA - E
BEAE - ATEAE A RREE  BULEIEILE TETEER -
EREHERENEETE  SrRARBESHEHNAE WA E - %?éﬁﬁ%ﬁ
ERGEAENYEE - BRI ZRBEESOUE LEARSNYMY - s
BHEEPEN - RBRAEZEEREL TREXRSER yﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ%@ﬂ%fﬁ
REF -
When you find a bird, avoid unnecessary movement. Look at the bird immediately

using your binoculars. If it is too far away, try to approach it indirectly and look
again. Always avoid unnecessary disturbance to birds .

To use binoculars: keep looking at the bird, then hold the binoculars to the eyes,
adjust the position and focus at the same time. Speed in locating birds with
binoculars can also be increased by a quick scan to establish the location of large
branches or objects in the vicinity, helping confirm where exactly the bird is.
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Family Description

BSH5 - RSST0MER

%% Phasianidae (Z2E Galliformes)

SNEARE - BEEA - A REEREMITE - THER - 8
NEBAZR H R ©

Heavy-looking birds with small heads. Spend a lot of time on the

ground. Difficult to see but easy to identify by their call.
% PRIEIE Chan Kai Wai

B5 + EFIXHES
BE#L Anatidae (FEFZE Anseriformes)

BEmMmET  WE - SR8 AIZUFAEE  S8RF
FOKHE - X - MR ERES  REERBERMERX -
BRI - D ELERE  ZSBNE - AYEESK
AEDRMERN  RYAMERT 7}<$$E¢% -Bf BE-

BIENREES - RITHBRSR

Aquatic birds characterized by broad flat bills. Their legs are short
with webs between the first 3 toes. Good dabblers or divers. Sexes
alike or differ. For those sexes differ, male ducks generally are
brighter in colours. Most species have glossy speculum on wings.

Mostly omnivorous, feed on grass seeds, aquatic plants, insects, IS5 - #2 Michelle and Peter Wong
shellfish and amphibians. Fly with rapid wing beats.

wE

% &R Caprimulgidae (&&E Caprimulgiformes)
HSIE —RBRITIESE - B - £EM - Ham
TT‘:F' R - BWRRMEE - RPVEMME - BRIk - B
BRAEEEN - §85F M B E - REERE -
Nocturnal. Wide, weak bill with long bristles for catching insects in

flight. Long, broad and pointed wings. Favour open grassland. Well

. % OLESR - FET Michelle and Peter Wong
camouflaged on ground or in trees.

* LB EREMMNBHERTE
Family description is according to the birds mentioned in the guide book.

S
FI#EL Apodidae (FI#&E Apodiformes)

PENAEPERER  SRE/) TR - BRMmK - BRE -
EFHHEXEM - BREME - BR+HEMAE - M/ moast -
[ =N

Small to medium-sized aerial insect feeders. Bodies compact, necks
short. Wings long and pointed. Tails vary from short and square
to long and forked. Bills short and broad, with wide gape. Legs
extremely short and feathered; feet small and strong, with sharp,
pointed toes.

L ESF0T5E5
#ES% Cuculidae (B5FB Cuculiformes)

BAMSFOERER - BAMm T - ERMAKENY -
Pe2rReNMBEE  FHREXENETES  E5BEFHIE
WR o MEBEMBHACTEE  STHEMBBEERENTE(E
FH) ©

Size comparable to doves but slimmer. Bill slightly decurved. Long
and broad tail forming wedge shape. Plumage mostly grey or brown,
Cuckoos are often hidden in dense canopy. Identified by distinctive
calls. They lay eggs in other birds’ nests (Brood parasitism).

&
M&F055
ME88F Columbidae (#&F2H Columbiformes)
RARERE - WEmSML - @A LITE - PEZEK - AL
RREEAGHY - BESMEZOM  BEEAK  EE UETR
RE - FBUNBTFRRERR - £EMN  ER - SER
&Y L DASISAER — ERRE -
Stout bodies and short, strong legs, adapted to walking on the
ground. Often colourful. They favour a wide range of habitats,
including woodland, scrubland and urban parks. Feed mainly on

seeds and fruits. Build platform-shaped nests of twigs on trees,
scrubland, rock cliffs or buildings.

FREE

M#R Rallidae (BBFZE Gruiformes)

BRI NOE - S/ NTEE - BT - MU R IR
TERT  MBBABSREER - EHEENBEZREEN
EER - UM KERBTEDREAR o

Small head and long neck, short and strong bill. Toes and tarsus are
longer. Poor flyers, runing to escape predators. Favour marshes and
dense shrubland. Diet of small fish, aquatic insects and seedlings.
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% B Owen Chiang

¥ L5 - =M Michelle and Peter Wong

* (A7) Pippen Ho

% ZBHES Andy Kwok




#8 Cranes

8l Gruidae (Gruiformes £ 8)

BEBHEARSS B« ENWEERE - MHERG @ MITH
SHEMRE - B A FRITA -

Large but elegant wading birds. Long bills, necks and legs. Sexes
alike. Fly in V-formation with outstretched necks.

HERE Grebes

HEFEEL Podicipedidae (FBFSE Podicipediformes)
BALERRY  GHRMA  BEML - UAEERE
ERVEX - RIRFEAKEAR - B T —2IRIE - EEEMRD
KEEE - MFEHODEEEEKRENE L - TEEERNE
o BUKEBEYAR -

Diving birds resembling ducks but look much flatter, with small long
necks and pointed sharp bill. Toes, with webs around toes for diving.
Run on water surface for a short distance on take-off. Build nests on
water surface between reeds. When hatched, juveniles often sit on
the back of adults. Favour wetlands and feed on aquatic plants.

=it38 Buttonquails
= BtZE# Turnicidae (fif2E Charadriiformes)

BALIEE AR c KZERA=M R HRA - RS
HESBRAMBASEY - HEERMANBELH - FEFHBA
XBRHERARL

Resemble Japanese Quail but smaller. Three-toed, no hind claw.
Sexes differ, females are more colourful. Inhabit open country
including marshes and farmland. They stay well-hidden in vegetation,
bursting into flight when flushed.

A1 Stone-curlews
A 1B% Burhinidae (8B Charadriiformes)
BRI AKHNSE B GEEA ERHEZAESEE -

Larger waders with long legs and cryptic coloration. Live in open,
stony land or on beaches.

Y&#%S Oystercatchers

#E#% Haematopodidae ({52 E Charadriiformes)
RESAMRSE - R - BHlK -

Bulky shorebirds with short legs and stout bill.

x fLE# - BT Jemi and John Holmes

# TH 5 - EEIH Michelle and Peter Wong

* FLB#& - ®3e¥ John and Jemi Holmes

#IH5 - EEIH Michelle and Peter Wong

% [RELE Allen Chan

RIESFREES Stilts and Avocets

[R &R Recurvirostridae ({828 Charadriiformes)
RBARANSE - WK L3 - RREMWHERE - BEM
77 o BREERKEEHE -

Larger waders. Fine upcurved bills. Long, bare tarus and tibia. Tails
short and square. Favour shallow water including mudflats.

1eF0ZE 2k Plovers and Lapwings

8% Charadriidae (f8f/E Charadriiformes)

N RAESSE - BEME - AmRE - BFEAR  BRE) -
FEPER/FE RENAE - EIHNKE UESHESDAR -
Small to medium-sized waders. Their bills are short and straight but
thicker at tip. Wings are short, usually pointed. Most of them have

brown, black and white colour pattern. Usually found at water edge
and feed on small invertebrates.

¥2%5 Painted-snipes
¥R Rostratulidae (18fZE Charadriiformes)

BEMEK  BPEE - MBLESA - BEZHY - EERNE
ERE - RENRED  EMRA O BRIEFIF LER
NRBMESHEEYRER -

Bills straight and long, short tails. Females are larger and more

colourful. Inhabit lowland marshes. Secretive. Feed on amphibians
and invertebrates in farmland at dawn and dusk.

K5 Jacanas
KR} Jacanidae (fi8f2E Charadriiformes)

AREP BB - MK R - MASR - BREN - B
BENRKEE  BELRSE  MERNESEDY -
Long toes and strong claws facilitate walking on floating vegetation.

Habitat freshwater marshes, feeding on insects, amphibians and
invertebrates.

B b - MEEEAS |
Sandpipers, Snipes, Phalaropes and allies
#% Scolopacidae ({28 Charadriiformes)
RSB EBE RN —  AANEBIAZAENES - B
MR ZE - AR LA BEHWTE  BENEZ29F - B
MEHRR - FRBENERRNER - UNE®BBY - FRER
FERY -

Waders with a wide range of sizes, from small Great Knot to large
Eurasian Curlew. They have different sizes and bill shapes, including

upcurved, decurved and some spoonbill shapes. Legs and neck are
long. Feed on molluscs and shellfish on mudflat.

# FLB# - W3 Jemi and John Holmes

¥ JRE Owen Chiang

¥ PR James Lam

¥ THSE - EEM Michelle and Peter Wong

¥ BFHK Martin Hale
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Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus

) e
R

A j(i”f%‘%”& CETERE - BPFEEE - FEIGBE o B/NmAL
BIRALE - BWihEe  WEEE - R A —E8RBRAK - M
’ BHRIRAEHEN  ETEIMABE -
Q%E‘w Large-sized rail. Sexes alike. Plumage is mainly black, upperparts stained
B % % with brown. Bill small and red, red frontal plate, yellow bill tip, greenish yellow
- legs. Distinctive white stripe above each folded wing. Conspicuous white
== == narrow stripes under flanks. White colour on both sides of undertail coverts.

[ adult A% : HK Wetland Park &i#i# A : Nov-07, 07 % 11 A i Aka Ho

adult with juvenile FEHI4H &  Mai Po K3 : Oct-04, 04 4F 10 A + Henry Lui 21215
adult A& : Mai Po K ¢ Apr-03, 03 £ 4 A : Henry Lui 2128

[4] adult B &  Mai Po > : Dec-06, 06 4F 12 A : Danny Ho fa &%

juvenile 40/ : Long Valley 22JR : Dec-08, 08 4 12 A : Yue Pak Wai ki #

[6] juvenile 4% : Mong Tseng #83F : 3-Apr-04, 04 45 4 A 3 B : Doris Chu Kik52
juvenile 415 : HK Wetland Park &#i21t/AE : Nov-07, 07 & 11 A : Aka Ho
juvenile 515 : Mai Po 1 : Oct-04, 04 4F 10 A : Henry Lui B{&E

ERS
Summer Visitor

%2 A 7 I 2N G I (ST G 7R NG RO RO R

RS BRS
Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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BIEE

Furasian Cool  Fulica atra

§8 &K length : 140cm

K length : 36-39cm i

Siberian Crane Leucogeranus leucogeranus

il El

adult S ¢
[3] adult A

Mai Po K : Apr-08, 08 4 4 A i Chan Kai Wai FR{ERZ
Mai Po I i 15-Feb-06, 06 4 2 A 15 B : Owen Chiang J®E&

) m,’ x RITREE o ﬂ,mé EIH;%W e BREREPAE - MK 3 er k- K REFHIBZ2HFAE ARk RERERA
) o N . = -;CQ g X N
: & B o WRCEFHIR - ERIK - BFIBAKS  HELFTHER G . B RELRAL - VIBRPRE - HREFRBEE - UEFEE H’E
’w L ug;” «tg‘@ M N - Al B o B8 EELR2002F 12 ARKBRE—E4HE -

Q:!% Large-sized rail. Black plumage, deep red iris. Contrasting white bill and . AQ:%B:OI c Large-sized waterbird. Adult is overall white when at rest. Forehead and
° ZE? forehead. Legs dark green. Gregarious, often swims and sometimes dives in » ° - % 20 naked face are with reddish orange colour. Bill and legs are pale red.
- i water. In recent years, wintering population decreased significantly. +H Primaries black in colour. Juvenile is overall light brown, with yellow iris, white
== == adult 8 : Mai Po 3 : Nov-06, 06 % 11 5 : Cherry Wong Z &5 = belly. The first Hong Kong record was a juvenile at Mai Po in December 2002.

adult FiUS : Mai Po K ¢ Jan-17, 17 £ 1 A & Henry Lui B{&E

juvenile )& : Mai Po K : Dec-02, 02 4 12 A i Jemi and John Holmes FLB% - & 35%
[3] adult A%  Mai Po Kif : Jan- 17,17 4 1 A  Kinni Ho %

immature KM F R i Mai Po ki ¢ 11-Dec-02, 02 4 12 A 11 B i Lo Kar Man E&=#&

[8] Mai Po 3 : Martin Hale E#K

BEBRBUIER 2BS REBEEES BEBRBUER 2BS REBEERES ZIRE
Spring Passage Migrant Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Spring Passage Migrant Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Winter Visitor
FRAG EEZEEE 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 [ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 HEAH
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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RE#ER

57l

I &5

@fan zui yu
@ B8

H A Z % Other names : KU1, Avocet

«

ERAND

B - BEEMK - RinA LE - WKE - HIEERE - B

Fled Avocel  Recurvirostra avosetta

B K length : 42-45cm

U AMESR  URELBEPERRE  AMEAOAHAE -

Unmistakable black-and-white bird, with long, narrow up-curved bill. Grey
legs. Black from crown to hindneck, on wing tips and carpal joints, and on

upperwing coverts. Other parts are white.

[{ Mai Po 3 : Samson So #k3%
[2] adult B & : Nam Sang Wai B4 @ : 8-Dec-07, 07 4 12 A 8 H : Doris Chu K&k52

[3] 1st winter £ —4 %X : Nam Sang Wai B4 [E ; Nov-03, 03 £ 11 A : Jemi and John Holmes FLB% - Eins¥
[4] adult in courtship A%, IEAEREL : 6-May-07, 07 45 5 A 6 B : Michelle and Peter Wong JT#52 + #h

[5] Mai Po >3 : Marcus Ho {I& 8
[6] Long Valley 2[5 : Dec-06, 06 4 12 A : Matthew and TH Kwan BB - B8 78l
Mai Po >K¥ : Mar-07, 07 4 3 A : Bill Man X
1st winter £—F £ X : Mai Po X1 : Nov-04, 04 F 11 A : Pippen Ho fal &

BEBEERS 2BS NERIREHES
Spring Passage Migrant Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant
ez eEeE. 5 6 7 8 9 [ 10 Iz
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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BEEZEH
(1D u #8 K length : 28-31cm

216 217

Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vaneilus
H h &8 Other names : Lapwing

ROBETIEEFR - BRE - WIRALE - LEBEGEE K
LESAE A-IRREERT BHWHR - ROKEEQE
MBAREFRP B,
Distinctive long crest. Black bill. Dull pinkish legs. Upperparts dark green

with a metallic gloss. Throat and belly white, with a thick black breast band.
Underwings white with black primaries and secondaries, readily seen in flight.

non-breeding adult JFEFEFIRL S : Mai Po i : Owen Chiang /#E

[2] juvenile %)% : Mai Po 33 : 15-Nov-08, 08 4 11 A 15 B : Jacky Chan &%

non-breeding adult 3FEFEFI S + Mai Po i  15-Jan-05, 05 4 1 A 15 B : Michelle and Peter Wong JT#(52 ~ &iEh
juvenile 1% : Mai Po ¥ + Dec-03, 03 4 12 A : Jemi and John Holmes fLB% - s ¥

[8] juvenile 415  Mai Po > : Nov-08, 08 4 11 A : Ng Lin Yau R#%

[6] juvenile 415 i Mai Po (3% i 4-Dec-05, 05 4 12 A 4 B : Doris Chu %Kik 52

EERBEBER BRS NERITEHES RS
Spring Passage Migrant Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Winter Visitor
ERAHG 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
BR KR BRE
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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BUIRES

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica

B

ERAHG

88 K length : 33-43cm

j(’_ﬂﬁll% CEEREmMEAL - ERARE - TRAE  BEHFAX
BRfmE - LEPELFHEE - FEPRHFEAOE - R
‘AR

Large-sized tern. Black bill thick and strong, upperparts pale grey, underparts
white in colour, slightly forked tail and black wing tips. In breeding plumage,
the top half of the head completely black in colour. Non-breeding plumage
and juvenile birds are white-headed, with a dark patch behind the eye.

breeding ZJEF : Mai Po K3 i Apr-05, 05 4F 4 A : Cherry Wong & 5

[2] breeding %33 : Mai Po 3 : Apr-03, 03 4 4 A : Henry Lui S5

[3] breeding ZF&3 : Mai Po K : Apr-08, 08 4 4 A : Andy Kwok FJES

[4] breeding %3E% : Mai Po 3 : Apr-07, 07 4F 4 A i Martin Hale E3&

[5] breeding % : HK Southern waters S E/Kig : May-07, 07 4 5 & + Jemi and John Holmes FLE 3% « EE%

AL 1=

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

B2 K length : 48-56cm

\;‘%E;%’_-*AJ%KEI’\J?P(E\@% B RE+SBER - FRRRAKE - T
B BRRE - ZEPE LFHMEE - IFEP R REIH
EEPELA -
The largest tern in Hong Kong. Prominent bright red bill. Upperparts pale
grey, underparts white colour with darker wing tip. In breeding plumage, top
half of the head is completely black. Non-breeding and juvenile birds have
forehead black mottled with white.

breeding E5E% ¢ Mai Po ki : 28-Mar-05, 05 4 3 A 28 H : Michelle and Peter Wong JT§52 - HIEih

[2] breeding &% : Mai Po 31 : 28-Mar-05, 05 4 3 A 28 H : Michelle and Peter Wong JTH(5 + &I

non-breeding EZFET : Mai Po i : Mar-07, 07 4 3 A : Jemi and John Holmes FLEB% - 5%

breeding Z78F : Mai Po K : Aug-04, 04 4 8 A : Henry Lui B1&1H

[8] non-breeding adult 3F%5EFIF & : Mai Po 3 : Mar-08, 08 4F 3 A : James Lam #3( %

[6] non-breeding adult moulting into breeding plumage FZE TR SEFHAZIET  Mai Po i  Apr-07, 07 4 4 A + Henry Lui 21&fE

2BS NERBERS ZIRR
Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Winter Visitor
1 2 3 ammsm s 7 8 9 10 11 12
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor

2BS NERFBIER 2R
Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Winter Visitor
1 2 [Emmam s 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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* % UE;EQE @ da feng tou yan ou
gy 34 y2y) 053 8 5 length : 43-53cm

Greater Crested Tern  Thalasseus bergii

322

ERAND

BRS
Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant Winter Visitor

1

2 3

LRS- BHEAMEE B —RReNRTEY - A - mEk
ETHE SHMELRE - RITKEIAX REAHAE -
FEELYFHEERETELA - HELEACHENR -

Large-sized tern. Large, thick yellow bill. Black tuft of crown feathers.
Forehead, cheeks and under tail white. Mantle and upperwing grey. In flight,
it shows deeply forked tail and mainly white underwing. Non-breeding and
juvenile birds have more white on forecrown. Upperparts of juvenile marked
with brown and white.

breeding £ : HK Southeastern waters E/# R /K15 : May-08, 08 4 5 f  Isaac Chan [RZ5&

breeding 58P : HK Southern waters F/ERIE7K1E, : May-08, 08 4 5 A : Michelle and Peter Wong ST 5 « HIEih
[3] juvenile 41 & : HK Southern waters & #FEKi : Jul-07, 07 4 7 A + Kinni Ho &%

[4] juvenile 4%  HK Southern waters &/ E/KIE : Jul-07, 07 4 7 A ¢ Kinni Ho a2 %

breeding 5% : HK Southern waters &#FaE K1 : Apr-08, 08 £ 4 A : Cherry Wong & £ 5t

[6] breeding 7% : HK Southern waters &S/ E ki : Apr-07, 07 4 4 A : Matthew and TH Kwan BB - B T8l
breeding £ : HK Southern waters EHBFRE K : Apr-07, 07 & 4 A : Matthew and TH Kwan BB - 75l
non-breeding adult 3FZFEFIRLS ¢+ HK Southern waters F7SE /KIS : Jul-07, 07 £ 7 A & Kinni Ho fali2 %
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366 Threskiornithidae

EEFEEH%% ® bai pi I

ERAN®

Platalea leucorodia

#8 length : 70-95cm

BKSEAREELMRNE 25

BE - WAREe  BREE
AKEREWAE - XLRERBE—FH
B REE—  MEEEHEHERENER
EEERD -
Large waterbird with a long spoon-like bill.
White overall. Legs and feet are black. Bill is
dark in adults but pink in immatures. Occurs
in ones and twos in Deep Bay area in winter,

usually among the shorter but more numerous
Black-faced Spoonbills.

immature REX S ¢ Mai Po K3 : Nov-08, 08 45 11 A i Danny Ho faEl/§

immature REXF S ¢ Mai Po 2K3# : Dec-08, 08 4 12 A : Joyce Tang M E &

mmature RS ¢ Mai Po KIE i Nov-08, 08 F 11 A : Yue Pak Wai 184

immature A & ¢ Tin Shui Wai K7KE : Nov-04, 04 F 11 B : Henry Lui

afelE

[5] immature KA S : Mai Po >Ki# : Nov-06, 06 £ 11 A : Bill Man X%

[6] immature A4 & : Mai Po ki : Dec-08, 08 4 12 A : Joyce Tang E % &

immature KR4 & : Mai Po K3 ¢ Nov-06, 06 & 11 A : Allen Chan BRi51E

immature KRR & ¢ Mai Po K : Dec-06, 06 % 12 A : Michelle and Peter
Wong ST#52 - HIEH

ERE RS
Spring Passage Migrant Summer Visitor Autt Winter Visitor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12
B RS RS
Resident Vagrant Occasional Visitor
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2} ) 2 bb O B2 & length : 60-78.5cm

Black-faced Spoonbill  Platalea minor

ERAND

WKE 2506 -BREES REEIXRL - BHERER

BE - BARAEE/] - ROTSEMHFE - ZEBERD
EPMPEBPEEEEES - RRERTRARPRIDEEES - LB
BERNLE  FRELBEMARN - FREWMEZKT  BRE
REFRAKR LGRS - KERERERARES -

Large white waterbird with a long, spoon-like black bill. Distinguished from
Eurasian Spoonbill by black facial skin and smaller size. Neck and legs
extended in flight. Yellowish crest and breast in breeding plumage. Wing
tips of immature are black. The upper surface of bill is smooth and pink in
juveniles but black and rippled in older individuals. Usually in groups in
shallow water. Sweeps bill sideways in water to catch fish. Buries bill under
the wings when resting.

breeding £33 : Mai Po Kif : 22-Mar-04, 04 £ 3 A 22 B : Lo Kar Man E3#

[2] non-breeding adult 3EEFEFIRL S : Nam Sang Wai 84 : Dec-07, 07 4F 12 A : Michelle and Peter Wong L5 - Eifjih
immature &4 i Nam Sang Wai Fi4 B : Dec-05, 05 4F 12 A : Martin Hale 23K

[4] Feb-07, 07 4 2 A : Michelle and Peter Wong 1§52 - Z1%h

immature R4S : Mai Po K1 + May-08, 08 4F 5 & : Cherry Wong & £

[6] non-breeding adult 3F &AL S : Mai Po i + Oct-06, 06 4 10 A : James Lam #30%

immature, banded A4 &, EHEIE + Mai Po ki : Dec-08, 08 4F 12 A : Joyce Tang B £ i

EERBEBER
Spring Passage Migrant

BRS NERITEHES
Summer Visitor Autumn Passage Migrant
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